HoustoN Aeros (10-13-0-2) vs. OMaHA AK-SAR-BEN KNIGHTS (15-7-2-0)
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2006
ToYOTA CENTER ® HOUSTON, TExas @ 7:35 p.m.

HOUSTON AEROS MEDIA INFORMATION PH: 713.361.7930 2003 CALDER CUP CHAMPS
i Eight things you need to know

Gam ezg?s Quick Sti;_;; 12 ® ngston has been shut out in each of the first three meetingg with Omaha this seasor, inc!uding Aerzoss /zlzeg:i:sfter
Home 5.5-0-1 the Knights’ 1-0 shootout win at Toyota Center on Thu@day. This marks just the second time in team
Road 5.8-0-1 hlstory the Aeros have been shut out by the same team in three straight games - alth_ough the last time, 199495  12-11-2/12-113
Streak 0-0-0-1 it took two seasons. Hartford G Jason LaBarbera shut out Houston three straight times, 11/19/03, } i

fea 1/8/04 and 11/1/04. Knights G Curtis McElhinney will look to join LaBarbera as the lone goalie to 1995-96  8-15-2/8-16-2
Home Streak 2:0-0-1 1 blank Houston in three straight games. Only Milwaukee G Brian Finley recorded three shutouts 1996-97  11-13-1/12-13-1
Last 5 1-3-0-1 | a0gingt the Acros in a single season. This is the third time in team history the same team has shut out 1997-98  14-9-2/14-9-3
Last 10 3-6-0-1 | the Aeros three times in one season. Grand Rapids did it in 2002-03, and Milwaukee followed in 2004- | 1998-99  18-3-4/19-3-4
This Month 0-2-0-1 | 05.No team has ever eamed four shutouts versus the Aeros in a single campaign. Overall, Houston 1999-00  14-7-4/15-7-4
Scoring 3 or > 9-4-0-1 | hasn’t scored in 86:05, and it has scored one goal in the last three games. 2000-01  11-10-4/12-10-4
Scoring 2 or < 1-9-0-1 | ® Acros veteran D Peter Ratchuk is averaging nearly a point per game over the last 10 contests, 2001-02 12-10-2-1/13-10-2-1
One-goal games 4-4-0-2 | with two goals and six assists in that span. Ratchuk’s 12 points (2-10=12) tie him for 20th in the AHL 2002-03  16-8-1-0/16-8-2-0
Two-goal games 3-4-0-0 | indefensemen scoring. 2003-04  8-13-2-2/9-13-2-2
Scoring first 5-4-0-1 | ® Houston has lost five straight on the road - a new franchise record - but is playing seven of its | 504,05  12-10-2-1/13-10-2-1
Opponent scores first 5-9-0-1 | final 10 Decembe_r games at home. Two of the three road games are in San Antonio, so tl_le Aeros 2005-06  16-7-1-1/17-7-1-1
Outshooting opponent7-4-0-2 | &° outside Texas just once before New Year’s - 12/27 at Chlcago. The Aeros are 2-0—0—1 in their 2006-07  10-13-0-2/NA
Opponent outshoots 3-9-0-0 last three home games. Through 1/7, Houston plays 10 of its next 14 games within the friendly

Shots tied 0-0-0-0 | confines of Toyota Center. o

Leading after Ist 6-2-0-0 ® Since allowing their opponents to go 4-for-17 on the power play in their first two home

Trailine after 1st 0-5.0-0 | &ames, the Aeros have killed off 50-0f-52 shorthanded chances (96.2 percent) in their last nine games at Toyota Center. The Aeros cur-
raiing ater 1s rently rank tied for second (with Omaha) on the PK at 87.7 percent.

Tied fifter Ist 4-6-0-2 | @ ‘Agcros third-year G Josh Harding has played in all but two of the Aeros’ first 25 games. Harding ranks first in the AHL in games played

Leading after 2nd  7-0-0-1 | 23y and minutes (1,353), and second in shots faced (681) and saves (627). He is tied for fifth in wins (nine). Harding ranks eighth in the AHL in

Trailing after 2nd ~ 1-10-0-0 | 945 (2.39), and tied for sixth in save pet. (0.921). Harding is 9-6-1 with a 2.15 gaa and a .928 save pet. in his last 16 decisions since starting the

Tied after 2nd 2-3-0-1 | season 0-5-1. Counting back to last season and including the playoffs, Harding has appeared in 32-0f-34 games. The Aeros’ record for most
Overtime 0-0 games played by a goalie in one season is 72 - set by Frederic Chabot in 1996-97 in an 82-game season. The AHL record is 74 - set by
Shootout 2-2 Baltimore’s Mike O’Neill in 1995-96. O’Neill also made an AHL record 2,005 saves that season.

Scoring PPG 6-8-0-1 | ® With leading scorer RW Matt Foy recalled by NHL Minnesota, the Aeros are the lone AHL team to have three rookies leading the team in
Not scoring PPG 4-5-0-1 | scoring. LW Benoit Pouliot has 16 points (12-4=16), ranking tied for 13th in rookie scoring and third in goals among first-year players. Pouliot is
Allowing PPG 4-8-0-1 | ateam-best plus-five. RW Danny Irmen is next with 13 points (7-6=13), just ahead of C Ben Thomson (6-6=12). Twenty-nine of Houston’s 66
Not allowing PPG ~ 6-5-0-1 | goals have come from rookies, including 26 total from Pouliot, Thomson and Irmen. Foy has missed five games this season - the Aeros are 1-3-
More PIM 5.4-0-0 | 0-1and have scored just five regulation goals in those five games.

Fewer PIM 3.8.0-2 | ® Ofthe 17 skaters in the Aeros’ Opening Night lineup, four are are currently on the Minnesota Wild’s roster - D Shawn Belle, C Wyatt

Smith, RW Matt Foy and C Jason Morgan, who had hip surgery last month and is in Houston, but hasn’t yet been assigned to the Aeros. The
First of two/three 4-5.0-0 | quartet has scored 16 of Houston’s 66 goals this season. A fifth player, LW Benoit Pouliot, has also spent time with the Wild. The Aeros have
S d of two/th 4-4-0-1 had seven call-ups already to the NHL - matching their entire total from the 2005-06 season.

econd of tworthree ® Houston is in the midst of a difficult stretch of the schedule where it plays Omaha and Peoria - the second- and third-place teams in
Third of three 1-1-0-0 | the West Division - in four straight games. The Knights and Rivermen rank third and fourth in the entire Western Conference. Going
back to the Aeros’ 11/25 game in Chicago, five of six games are versus the top three teams in the division..

Same PIM 2-1-0-0

Khnights at Aeros (Aeros are 7-3-1-2 overall, Aeros are 5-0-0-1 at Houston)

® Omaha’s shootout victory Thursday snapped a 10-game winning streak for the home team in the series.
® The Aeros are 5-0-0-1 all-time at home versus the Knights, outscoring them 20-11.

® Seven of the 13 all-time meetings between the teams have gone into OT or a shootout.

® The Aeros won the first five meetings of 2005-06, but they are just 2-3-1-2 since.

Scouting the Aeros

The Aeros (10-13-0-1) have 22 points, tied with Milwaukee for fifth place in the West...Houston is playing its 999th game in team history (515-356-104-23)...Team scoring leader
RW Matt Foy (11-11=22) is currently on recall to the NHL’s Minnesota Wild...Next is a trio of rookies: LW Benoit Pouliot (12-4=16), RW Danny Irmen (7-6=13) and C Ben
Thomson (6-6=12)...D Peter Ratchuk (2-10=12) and D Curtis Murphy (3-8=11) pace the blueline...G Josh Harding is 9-11-2 with a 2.39 gaa and a .921 save pct. this sea-
son...Rookie G Tony Quesada, a Holy Cross product, is 0-2-0 with a 4.30 gaa and a .901 save pct.

Scouting the Knights

Omaha (15-7-2-0), AHL affiliate of the Calgary Flames, has won three in a row after a four-game slide (0-3-1-0)... The Knights are 7-7-2-0 after an 8-0-1-0 start...Omaha is an
impressive 9-3-2-0 on the road...Only Chicago (10-2-0-0) has more road victories among Western Conference teams...C Dustin Boyd is fifth among AHL rookies with 24 points
(10-14=24) - seven more than any other Knight...Veteran D Eric Godard is down from the NHL and leads Omaha and ranks 12th in the AHL with 69 PIM’s...Second-year G
Curtis McElhinney is 8-4-0 with a 1.81 gaa, ranking second-best in the AHL... McElhinney’s three shutouts are tied for second most in the AHL....G Brent Krahn, a former first-
round pick; is 7-5-0 with a 2.48 gaa to rank 12th in the league...Thursday, the Knights signed G Marc Magliarditi to a PTO...Magliarditi was signed to an Aeros contract in 2001-
02 and spent that season in ECHL Louisiana...Magliarditi is the ECHLs all-time shutout leader with 25, and ranks second in wins with 214.

2006-07 meetings (4th of 10 meetings, Aeros are 0-2-0-1 overall, Aeros are 0-0-0-1 at Houston)

November 18 Houston 0 at Omaha 3 February 6 Omaha at Houston
December 2 Houston 0 at Omaha 4 February 8 Omaha at Houston
Thursday Omaha 1 at Houston 0 (SO) March 2 Houston at Omaha
Tonight Omaha at Houston March 24 Omaha at Houston
January 13 Houston at Omaha April 7 Houston at Omaha
(MNES 0TA iy, A look back...and ahead
> ¢ Last 5 Next 5

12/7 0-1 SOL vs. OMA 12/13 vs. MTB

12/3 1-4 L @ PEO 12/14 @ SAN

12/2 0-4 L @ OMA 12/16 vs. MTB

11/26 6-1 W vs. GR 12/22 vs. CHI

11/25 3-7 L @ CHI 12/26 vs. SAN




HoustoN Aeros (10-13-0-2) vs. OMAHA AK-SAR-BEN KNIGHTS (15-7-2-0)

The Goalies

Harding vs. Knights

2005-06: 5-0-0, 2.67 gaa, .915 pct.
2006-07:  0-1-1, 1.92 gaa, .933 pct.
Totals: 5-1-1, 2.51 gaa, .920 pct.

Josh Harding (9-11-2, 2.39, .921, 1 SO)

Is 9-6-1 with a 2.15 gaa and .928 save pct. in last 16 games
Earned first SO of season but lost in 1-0 shootout, 12/7 vs. OMA
Won five straight starts 11/4-11/17

Made season-high 48 saves in 3-1 win at IOW 11/10

Aeros’ all-time leader in AHL victories (59)

Went 2-1-0 with 2.59 gaa in NHL Minnesota last season
Canadian All-Star in 2006; DNP due to injury

Quesada vs. Knights
2006-07:  0-1-0, 2.01 gaa, .944 pct.
Totals: 0-1-0, 2.01 gaa, .944 pct.

Krahn vs. Aeros

2005-06:  3-2-3, 3.13 gaa, .893 pct.
2006-07:  1-0-0. 0.00 gaa, 1.000 pct.
Totals: 4-2-3, 2.73 gaa, .902 pct.

Aeros vs. Knights

3 Stokes 12gp, 0-0=0
4 Belle 10gp, 0-0=0
5 Reitz 9gp, 2-2=4
7 Ratchuk 3gp, 0-0=0
8 Scott 3gp, 0-0=0
11 Leavitt 3gp, 0-0=0
12 Hamilton lgp, 0-0=0
14 Murphy 13gp, 0-5=5
15 Lundbohm 13gp, 0-3=3
16 Olvecky 12gp, 1-5=6
18 Voloshenko 12gp, 3-3=6
19 Irmen 5gp, 0-1=1
22 Olson 13gp, 1-2=3
24 Ovington 4gp, 0-0=0
27 Pouliot 3gp, 0-0=0
28 Ward 13gp, 3-0=3
29 Thomson 2gp, 0-0=0
34 Foy 7gp, 6-0=6
36 Tetarenko 8gp, 0-0=0
39 Stoner 11gp, 1-4=5
Knights vs. Aeros

2 Pardy Sgp, 0-0=0
3 Rambholt 3gp, 0-0=0
6 Hambly 8gp, 0-3=3
7 Palin 13gp, 0-1=1
8 Cunning 7gp, 1-0=1
11 Moss 9gp, 5-5=10
12 Chucko 3gp, 0-0=0
14 Maki 13gp, 4-5=9
16 Boyd 3gp, 0-2=2
17 Taylor 8gp, 2-1=3
18 Germyn 17gp, 4-11=15
19 Nystrom 11gp, 3-1=4
20 Donally lgp, 0-0=0
21 Couture 10gp, 0-1=1
22 Ference 7gp, 1-1=2
24 Van der Gulik 3gp, 1-1=2
25 Peters 18gp, 8-3=11
27 Taratukhin 3gp, 0-1=1
29 Godard Sgp, 1-0=1
33 Prust 11gp, 2-1=3
34 Giordano 11gp, 4-3=7
49 Regehr 9gp, 2-5=7
55 Marr 2gp, 0-0=0

Tony Quesada (0-2-0, 4.30, .901, 0 SO)

McElhinney vs. Aeros ® Made 34 saves in pro debut, a 3-0 loss (one ENG) at OMA 10/18

2005-06:  0-2-0, 2.90 gaa, .913 pet. ® Had knee surgery late September after suffering injury at Minnesota’s
2006-07:  2-0-0, 0.00 gaa, 1.000 pct. training camp
Totals: 2-2-0, 1.44 gaa, .952 pct.

® Holy Cross product helped orchestrate arguably the biggest upset in
NCAA Tournament history when Crusaders beat top-ranked Minnesota

Thursday’s game
Curtis McElhinney made 29 saves for his third shutout this season, and Andrei Taratukhin’s shootout goal gave Omaha
a 1-0 victory over the Aeros at Toyota Center. Josh Harding had 26 stops for Houston.

Quick Hits

® Five of the Aeros’ 10 victories have been in come-from-behind fashion.

® The Aecros are 4-4-0-2 in one-goal games. But after eight of their first 12 games were decided by one goal, just two of
Houston’s last 13 contests has been decided in that fashion.

® Omaha has the top defense in the AHL, allowing 2.25 gpg. A big reason for that is the fact that Knights goalies face an
AHL-low 25.4 shots per contests. Houston is tied for 10th allowing 2.92 gpg, but it yields 32.0 shots - 21st in the 27-team
AHL.

® The Knights rank fourth in the AHL in PIM/game with 24.4. Houston is 23rd at 17.9.

® Aeros D Curtis Murphy turned 31 Sunday.

Power play update

® Houston is 27th and last in the AHL with the man advantage at 11.8 percent.

® The Aecros are 1-for-21 (4.8 percent) on the power play in their last three games.

® Omaha is tied for second, with Houston, in the AHL on the PK at 87.7 percent.

® The Knights have killed off 32-0f-37 (86.5 percent) of their shorthanded chances in the last seven games.

Penalty kill update

® Houston is tied for second, with Omaha, in the AHL on the PK at 87.7 percent.

® Since allowing their opponents to go 4-for-17 on the power play in their first two home games, the Aeros have killed
off 50-0f-52 shorthanded chances (96.2 percent) in the last nine home games.

® Omaha is 24th in the AHL on the power play at 13.4 percent.

® The Knights are 5-for-52 (9.6 percent) with the man advantage in their last seven games.

Aeros/Knights connections

® Acros RW Danny Irmen played alongside Omaha RW Kris Chucko at the University of Minnesota from 2004-06.

® Houston RW Joey Tetarenko and Omaha D Brad Ference were both in the Florida Panthers organization together from
1999-2003. Godard was also Tetarenko’s teammate briefly from 1999-2001 in the Panthers organization.

® Knights C Justin Taylor and Aeros D Shawn Belle and C Alex Leavitt all hail from Edmonton, Alta.

® Omaha assistant coach Scott Allen coached both Aeros RW Joey Tetarenko and LW Josh Olson in AHL San Antonio.



OFFICIAL SCORE SHEET

DATE: Saturday, Dec. 9

GOALS SCORED

OPPONENT: vs. Omaha

PLAYER

TEAM

PER.

TIME

ASSISTS

ATTENDANCE:

REFEREE: Brian Pochmara

LINESMEN: Kirk Wood

Carl Sasyn

SCORE

TEAM 1 2 3 | OT

AEROS

KNIGHTS

PENALTY

RECORD

PLAYER

TEAM

PER.

TIME

MIN

PENALTY

SHOTS

TEAM 1 2 3 | OT

AEROS

KNIGHTS
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KNIGHTS STARTING LINEUP
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THREE STARS

—

N




